48.105 FOUNDATION 2

We will build on the lessons from 48-100 about clear
architectural communication and abstract spatial-
definition, but add a greater emphasis on material and
experiential understanding, how architecture is made
and used. We seek to integrate hand drawing with an
expanded use of computing as tool for describing and
analyzing, but also for generating new understanding
and testing proposals. We explore the ideas of
systems, and computational thinking, and emphasize
the role of constraints and editing as fundamental to
the design process. We seek greater rigor in creating
order and synthesizing an array of parameters and
performance criteria, but also stress a tolerance for
uncertainty and multiple truths. Beginning with more
abstract 2D, 3D, digital, and analog formal design and
critical making exercises, and ending with the design of
a small building, we explore how tectonics, joinery,
materials, as well as site, context, and human use can
be harnessed to created inspiring and useful
architecture. Students are encouraged to begin to
speculate and take careful risks, both in their designs,
and drawings.
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